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Guide to the UNVEILING Arts Festival 2017

Friday 21 - Sunday 23 July 2017



Word from the Director

For the third occurrence of the UNVEILING Arts Festival, I have kept to the same 
methodology of engaging a group of Participating Artists (PA) to create new 
works of art to a common brief, ‘The Church: Living Stones’; Associate Artists 
(AA) who embody the core values of the UNVEILING Arts Festival and 
Workshop Leaders to engage our guests in exploring and expressing their 
creativity. 

This year, it is my great pleasure to partner with The Engine Room, a long-term 
community outreach project in Tottenham run by London City Mission and the 
Church of England. UNVEILING 2017 will be the first event in their new building 
in the heart of Hale Village, north London. Our theme for 2017 is ‘The Church: 
Living Stones’. We hope you leave the festival inspired, challenged and with a 
new perspective on God’s vision for the Church.

Iko-ei-Ojo Akoh

Director of the UNVEILING Arts Festival
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Word from our Sponsor

When I think about the theme for UNVEILING Arts Festival 2017, ‘The 
Church: Living Stones’, I am reminded about the diversity within those 
stones, yet at the same time all joined together in a common purpose: To 
glorify God.

It’s been a delight to see Iko bring together another eclectic mix of 
creativity; covering music, dance, drama, poetry and more, in literally a 
brand new venue.

As I love working with creatives to see them encouraged, equipped and 
motivated to use their God given talents, it is an absolute pleasure once 
again to  sponsor the UNVEILING Arts Festival for a third year running.

I look forward to meeting you there.

Richard Lalchan, Founder of Creatives’ Hub
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Allan Silva (PA)

Allan Silva is a talented, up and coming artist who studied 
songwriting at The Institute of Contemporary Music Performance. 
He describes music as a coping mechanism, outlet for thoughts, 
way of processing pain and suchlike. Allan’s passion for music is 
coupled with his passion for God. His music is deeply honest; he 
believes that one of the most powerful forms of inspiration is the 
feeling of relating to someone or something. That’s why he shares 
his music. Allan hopes that people can relate to his songs in the 
same way he relates to and is inspired by the music he listens to. 

In response to the UNVEILING 2017 theme, Allan presents a set of 
songs exploring God’s acceptance of those who feel rejected; the 
notion of belonging to something greater than this world and of 
‘breaking the mould’.
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SoulBox (AA)

SoulBox is a Manchester-based duo blending soul music, 
beatboxing, spoken word and rap for an authentic sound. The 
members are Jon Sewell (UNVEILING 2016 artist Just Jon) and 
Ben Davies.

This duo has a passion to help people engage with God. 
Furthermore, their personal stories of transformation (alongside 
their ability to communicate their faith), resonate with audiences 
young and old.

SoulBox have been all over the UK performing and sharing the 
gospel in schools, coffee houses and even in a cinema. They 
have seen hundreds of people make first time decisions to 
follow Jesus.
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Jasmin Jones (PA)

Jasmin Jones is an experimental pop / folk influenced 
singer-songwriter who left Sydney for London, in 2016. Her 
latest EP, “Gold”, is an infectious indie mixture of soul and folk 
rhythms raising the question; ‘Who is Gold in your life?’. Her 
heart has always been to create an environment where people 
can encounter the supernatural through music. Jasmin (hugely 
influenced by art, faith and love) seeks not to follow the crowd 
but rather to follow God’s heart.

On the 2017 theme, God spoke to her about Life, Identity and 
how we grow with him.  To convey this, Jasmin will share a few 
songs, accompanied by live painting from Pauline Callais.

www.jasminjones.com
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Wolfy (PA)

Dimitri ‘Wolfy’ McIntosh is a charismatic, passionate and 
determined young man. Wolfy started performing, music and 
spoken word, because he wanted to show young people they 
have a voice; that they can express their beliefs in faith, life and 
worship. In his day job he works with young people and helps to 
enrich their lives.

Wolfy’s interpretation of the brief explores God’s love, his grace 
for us and passing this on. He has prepared pieces speaking of 
transformation on journeying through a difficult world and 
looking at God’s alternative to throwing/casting away of stones. 
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Nailah Daley-Allen (PA)

Nailah Daley-Allen is a visual artist who creates the most 
absorbing and atmospheric paintings. She studied Interior Design 
for retail environments at LCC University of Arts. A few years 
later, Nailah launched NiArtFr3edom workshops. Nailah notes that 
creativity can be used to help heal, showcase skills and express a 
vast sea of emotions. Therefore, she uses her workshops to 
encourage young people as part of the Engine Room project.

Nailah’s prayerful reflection on the theme brought into focus her 
life’s journey, the impact she has had within others lives and 
others have had upon her life. She will use the imagery of nets 
and neurons to illustrate the church as a structure built of many 
small part that are crucial to the functioning of the body.

www.niartfr3edom.com
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Alley Nichols (PA)

Alley Nichols is a visual artist with particular interest in painting 
(oils and acrylics), ink drawings and prints. She studied Theology 
and Psychology in South Africa and is taking a Masters in Art 
Therapy course at the University of London, Goldsmiths. She is 
also a Pastor for Children and Families at Christ Church 
Spitalfields. Alley wants to create a sense of the deep love of God 
in every piece of art and to communicate this to every viewer. 

Alley’s conversations with God about the brief have led her to 
explore the notion of being anchored in Jesus’ love and the 
fellowship that she finds in the church family. Also, she is 
creating art to reflect her realisation of his legacy of love and 
connection in her family history, of present restoration and 
healing.
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Emilly Silva - Workshop Leader

Emilly Silva is a contemporary dancer & dance teacher. She 
began her professional dance training in 2010 at Middlesex 
University, graduating with a First Honours Degree. In 2015 
she completed her PCGE in Dance Education and has been 
busy teaching and delivering workshops in the community.

Emilly will conduct two workshops aimed at teenagers; a 
breakdance workshop for 8-12 year olds in Session 2 and a 
jazz / contemporary workshop for 13--18 year olds in Session 
3. We look forward to offering our younger guests the 
opportunity to express themselves creatively and receive 
expert tuition from a highly trained, skilful teacher. You can 
register in advance via info@unveilingfestival.com, note that 
spaces are limited (12 maximum per workshop).
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Mr. K (AA)

Mr. K is a spoken word artist who fuses spoken word with 
musical genres such as Hip-Hop, Jazz and Soul to create 
dynamic, genre-bending spoken word music. 

Mr. K draws from his personal story, experiences as a youth 
mentor and observations of societal issues to fashion 
challenging, thought-provoking, empowering music. 

To this end, he released his debut album My Great Transition in 
October 2014. It is a spoken word musical journey into the 
themes of maturity, seeing dreams fulfilled and living with 
purpose.

www.mrkpoetry.com
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Tuomo Karjalainen (PA)

Tuomo Karjalainen was born in Helsinki, Finland and moved to 
London in 1999.  After playing in several bands over the years 
he decided to focus instead on writing music entirely for the 
guitar.   Tuomo’s describes his music as ‘cinematic dream 
guitar’. He also produces visual art and writes poetry. Recent 
performances include a modern rendition of the Kalevala (a 
seminal work in Finnish literature) at the Finnish Church in 
London, combining Tuomo’s guitar playing with recital of this 
ancient Finnish poetry.

Tuomo will present a selection of songs and paintings outlining 
his interpretation of the theme: God builds with human beings. 
The life-bearing aspect of which is the spiritual essence, the true 
nature of human beings. So then, we must let this flourish in us.
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Rebekah Holden - Workshop Leader

Rebekah is an accomplished writer and performer. She spent four years 
studying English Literature at the University of Glasgow before moving to 
London to work as an actor, teacher and writer.

Her Creative Writing workshop is for anyone that wants to learn to create new 
and exciting work, using their own personal experience as stimulus. Our own 
experiences can be the most powerful tools we have for writing and everyone 
has access to them! The workshop will encourage each individual to find their 
own voice and provide a friendly and supportive environment for participants.

The workshop will begin with a quick introduction to writing and its various 
forms, followed by a writing session. Participants will be led through a 
number of exercises and given various prompts to write in a form of their 
choice. Expected duration, 2 hours. You can register in advance via 
info@unveilingfestival.com, note that spaces are limited (15 maximum).
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Hannah Whittaker (PA)

Hannah Whittaker is a performance artist specialising in creating 
interactive installations, one on one encounters and digital performances. 
She seeks to produce work that directly engages people (both physically 
and emotionally). Moreover, Hannah strives to give an experience that will 
impact lives post-performance

In response to the theme, she will present an interactive installation. She 
sees the church as a structure consisting of a collective of God’s people 
with hopes, desires, needs, pleas and prayers; as unpolished, 
ever-growing and changing, never a completed project. Hannah invites 
you to add your ‘brick’ to the structure and your voice to the community.

www.hannahwhittaker.com
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Daughters of Davis (AA)

In 2011, sisters Fern and Adrienne Davis stepped out in faith, 
leaving the comforts of home to take their stylish blend of soul 
and folk to the world.

They released two impressive albums, To the Water (2012) and 
British Soul (2014) prior to their latest album, Not Playing The 
Game (2016). This is a concept album which reflects speaks of 
reclaiming self-worth and declaring boldly that the onslaught of 
negative pressure we are faced with is a game you just  don’t 
have to play.

“Fern and Adrienne write from the heart and their upbeat 
soulful music zings with the sisters’ passion and love of life” 
(Inspire Magazine)

www.daughtersofdavis.com

www.iamdire.com
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Emily Barroso, Fluid Theatre (AA)

Emily Barroso is an accomplished writer with extensive experience in 
various literary forms. She is the founder and director of Fluid Theatre.

Fluid Theatre is a dynamic multi-disciplinary theatre movement where 
visual artists, writers, musicians, film-makers and choreographers come 
together to create works that explore the deeper questions of life such as 
faith, identity, freedom and slavery. Through their work, the group’s remit 
is to spread a message of love, hope, peace and freedom.

“Enslaved” follows a group of women sharing their struggles. They slowly 
reveal how they are enslaved by expectations from their family situations, 
society and themselves. They all long for freedom. As they question each 
other, revelation dawns regarding the source of their enslavement and 
hope rises. Featuring Jo Faith, Priscilla Berringer and more. Note that this 
play explores adult themes and is not suitable for children.

www.emilybarroso.com



Zanna Evans (PA)

Zanna Evans is a highly accomplished and innovative harpist. She is also an 
arranger, teacher and freelance performer. Zanna is classically trained but has 
a deep interest in collaborating with other artists in cross-genre projects. She 
spent seven months training in Brazil with Cristina Braga; this latin influence 
can be clearly heard on Zanna’s album, “Dreams Rising”.

Zanna’s interpretation of the UNVEILING 2017 theme takes the form of newly 
crafted music with an element of spoken word. She will present artwork 
expressing the idea that the Church revolves around a communal relationship 
with Christ. Her submission will also explore the powerful potential for 
transformation when working together. The Church is a community of love and 
acceptance, where humility, gentleness and generosity are oozing out of every 
Living Stone.

www.zannaevans.com
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James Murray (PA)

James Murray is a very accomplished and deeply conscientious 
freelance animator / illustrator. His speciality is character conception 
via illustration, stop-motion and 2d animation. James sees animation 
as a study of life and takes inspiration from everyday observations. 
However, for UNVEILING 2016 he presented a fascinating set of  
installations.

In response to the theme, James will present an installation 
representing the communal, transformational nature of church life. 
Jesus invites us to learn and we grow in faith as we move closer to 
Him. We are Living Stones – each of our individual faiths collectively 
moving closer to Him builds up the church around Him.

www.behance.net/jamesmurrayportfolio
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Creatives Hub (Sponsor)

Creatives Hub was founded by Richard Lalchan and exists to help people feel 
inspired and motivated to bring their creativity to life. If you are: employed 
full-time but dream of breaking away; self-employed but finding the loneliness 
hard; or happy in your job, but you still have a creative itch, then Creatives Hub 
is for you.

MiniHubs are a maximum 10 people group, meeting monthly to cheer you on, 
encouraging and motivating you to achieve your goals. The structured 
meetings comprise discussion themes, brainstorming sessions (where the 
group helps a member to solve a problem or develop an idea) and 
accountability tasks.

If you like the idea and want to look into joining, come along to our MiniHub 
Taster in Session 2. Please register via info@unveilingfestival.com

www.creativeshub.net

http://www.creativeshub.net
http://www.creativeshub.net


Session 1 Timetable - Friday 21 July 2017

7pm Doors Open

7.30pm Allan Silva

8.15pm Creative Writing Workshop by Rebekah Holden

10pm Jasmin Jones

Exhibitions of work by Hannah Whittaker, Nailah Daley-Allen, Alley Nichols & James Murray 
will be on display throughout the festival
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Session 2 Timetable - Saturday 22 July 2017

11.00am Doors Open

11.30am Zanna Evans

12.15pm Youth (8-12yrs) Breakdance Workshop by Emilly Silva

12.30pm Creatives Hub Mini Hub Taster

2.00pm Wolfy

Exhibitions of work by Hannah Whittaker, Nailah Daley-Allen, Alley Nichols & James Murray will 
be on display throughout the festival
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Session 3 Timetable - Saturday 22 Jul 2017

6pm Doors Open

6.30pm Youth (13-18yrs) Jazz / Contemporary Dance Workshop by Emilly Silva

7.30pm SoulBox

8.15pm “Enslaved”, a Fluid Theatre production - not suitable for children

9.15pm Daughters of Davis

Exhibitions of work by Hannah Whittaker, Nailah Daley-Allen, Alley Nichols & James Murray 
will be on display throughout the festival
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Session 4 Timetable - Sunday 23 July 2017

3.00pm Doors Open

3.30pm Tuomo Karjalainen

4.15pm Wolfy

5.00pm Zanna Evans

6.00pm Mr. K

Exhibitions of work by Hannah Whittaker, Nailah Daley-Allen, Alley Nichols & James Murray 
will be on display throughout the festival
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